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SWIS Student Interview Information Sheet

Why have I been chosen?
Researchers at Cardiff University are trying to find out if putting Social Workers in Schools is a good thing to do. Our research team are talking to students in lots of schools in England. We want to understand what everyone thinks about having a Social Worker in school – and that is why you are being invited to take part. 
Do I have to take part?
You do not have to take part in the interview, and it is up to you to decide. Information about the research and what your involvement would require is provided below. Please ask your Social Worker or the Research Team if you are uncertain about anything, or if you would like more information. Our contact details are also at the bottom of this page.
What does taking part involve?
The interview is a short online 30-45 minute chat with one of our researchers over Microsoft Teams. There will be an activity for you to complete, which involves an online statement sorting activity. We will ask you to share your screen as you sort these statements into categories: agree, disagree or neither agree nor disagree, and will have a chat with you as you make your decisions. We will then ask some general questions about your experience of having a Social Worker in your school, and will record your school year and gender. 
We will record the interview using the record function in Teams. We will label the recording with an ID number – not your name. When we analyse and write up the results, we will not include your name, school name or locations.
All our researchers hold DBS certificates, and a member of pastoral staff will be on hand for support during and following the interview in case you want to speak with them.
If you decide to take part, and you don’t want to answer a particular question, you don’t have to. If you feel uncomfortable or find it difficult to talk about anything, you can skip a question or stop the interview at any point. You may withdraw from the research and do not have to explain why. After taking part you can still change your mind. You can contact us (on SWISTrial@cardiff.ac.uk) up to two-weeks after the interview to request that your interview information is deleted. 
Before the interview, we will ask you if you have understood everything in this information sheet. You will have the chance to ask the researcher, or your Social Worker, any questions about the research before deciding to take part. If you are happy to take part we will give you a participant ID number, and ask you to complete the consent form. A copy of the consent form is below. [bookmark: _Hlk85620575]You can find out more about how we use your data here   https://cascadewales.org/research/social-workers-in-schools/
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What will happen to the results of the research study?
When we finish the project, we will publish the results in many ways. These will mainly be at a conference, in a report, in journal articles and through teaching. 
The information from the interviews might be used in more research but after 15 years it will be safely destroyed. 
Who is organizing and funding the research?
The What Works Centre for Children’s Social Care has commissioned Cardiff University and their partners to carry out the research. This study has been approved by the Cardiff University School of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee. If you are unhappy with anything about the research and would like to talk about it to someone outside of the research team, please contact Professor EJ Renold, Chair of School of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee, Cardiff University, renold@cardiff.ac.uk.
How can I contact the researchers?
You can contact David, who is the lead researcher for the project:
David Westlake[image: ]

Research Fellow
CASCADE
10-12 Museum Place
Cardiff University 
CF10 3BD
Tel:     02922 810176
Email: SWISTrial@Cardiff.ac.uk

Childline
Childline is a service provided by NSPCC to help anyone under the age of 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going through. You can talk to them about anything, whether it’s big or small, their trained counsellors are there to help and support children and young people.

Tel: 0800 1111     Chat: 1-2-1 chat on their website

EXAMPLE CONSENT FORM: Students   
SOCIAL WORKERS IN SCHOOLS (SWIS) TRIAL 

This consent form refers to: SWIS Trial, Student Interview Information Sheet ONLINE v1 12.1.22.   The aim of this research is to understand the student experience of Social Workers in Schools (SWIS).  

If you are happy to take part, please complete the grey boxes on this form. If you have any questions or concerns, please ask and a researcher or your Social Worker who will speak to you confidentially. 
	
	Student (participant) initials

	1. I confirm that I have read and understood the participant information sheet for the above study, any questions I had have been answered.
	
RS

	2. I understand that my participation is voluntary and that should I wish to, I can withdraw my data from the study up to two weeks after taking part in the research. I understand that my choice to participate or not take part will have no impact on any aspect of my schooling or work with the social worker.  
	
RS

	3. I understand that all the information I provide will be treated in confidence, but if what I say causes concern that there may be a risk to myself or others, the researcher may have to discuss it with someone. 
	
RS

	4. I agree for the interview to be recorded via Microsoft Teams on the basis that any quotations will be anonymised, and I will not be identified. 
	RS

	5. I agree to take part in the research.  
	RS



	Student (participant) name:  
	Robin Smith

	Student (participant) signature:   
	R Smith

	Date: 	 
	21.1.21

	
**********************Researcher to complete below this line**********************

	Student (participant) ID number:
[To be assigned by researcher]
	Student_001

	
	

	Name of researcher: 
	David Westlake

	Signature of researcher:  
	D Westlake

	Date:

	21.1.21
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